Welcome to Year 5/6
1. Years 5 and 6 are very important years for pupils, not only in terms of academic learning but also in terms of maturity and responsibility.  We have high standards and expect the children to be the role models both in their attitude to learning and behaviour.  We are confident that they will all rise to the challenge!

2. Y6 pupils are given many responsible roles at Manorbrook such as School House Captain or Vice Captain.  Speeches and votes for these have taken place today.  Other roles have been shared out and we will also be selecting school librarians.
3. The Year 5 ICT monitors have been chosen and will be trained up soon; many others have also been chosen to support whole school responsibilities to gear them up for Year 6.
4. Mrs Tipping is the Year 5 class teacher but the children will also be taught by Mrs Hill on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons (for RE, French, PSHE, Music and PE).  Y6 will be taught by Miss Drayton but will also be taught by Mrs Drury on a Wednesday pm (for different subjects). Mrs Ocone will also teach both classes for two mornings, once per term.  
5. Children will be taught by year group and Miss Drayton will teach Y5 Maths and Y6 English; Mrs Tipping will teach Y6 Maths and Y5 English. Mrs Parkes and Mrs Lewis will support both teachers for their different subjects.  Children may also be taught in small groups where it is deemed necessary to support their progress.
6. Homework – Being at the top of the school will mean that children receive more homework this year.
· English for Miss Drayton’s class will be set on Monday and handed in on Friday.  Mrs Tipping’s class will have 2 pieces set every 2 weeks, to allow a weekend in between.  This will be set on a Monday and due back Friday of the following week (pieces of work will be dated).
· Reading is an ongoing expectation.  Please remember that it is still vitally important that children are heard on a regular basis at home and that both children and parents continue to use the reading diaries routinely.
· Maths will be set weekly on Monday and completed by Saturday for both classes. We are continuing to use the ‘My Maths’ online system as last year. Pupil passwords will be the same as last year and we will be setting homework from next week.

· Times Tables are an ongoing expectation because they are a vitally important key to success in maths. They will also have regular mental maths and speed tables tests throughout the year. According to the National Curriculum pupils are expected to know all their tables by the end of Y4. If you feel your child is less confident with this, we would ask that you support them as much as possible to support their future learning.

· Topic projects will be set to support learning in other areas and this will come home separately.
· Nearer to SATs additional homework will be set for Y6 pupils.  They will also be provided with revision guides to support learning.  As these resources are a significant expensive to school, parents will be charged if items are lost or not returned.  More information will be sent nearer the time.
If your child is finding any aspect of the homework difficult, please contact your child’s teacher.  Homework that is not completed on time will result in loss of lunchtime.
7. PE – Year 6 will be taught PE by Miss Drayton on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.  Y5 will be taught by Mrs Hill on a Wednesday and by Mrs Tipping on Friday.  A sports coach will lead gym Run PE on Tuesdays this year. Although days are as outlined above, please ensure your child has their kit in school every day. It also serves as a spare set of clothes if needed and they will then be prepared for impromptu sessions if required.  The kit is navy shorts and plain, white t-shirt but a dark tracksuit is acceptable in the colder months.  If children do not have kit in school on specified days, they will receive a letter and a sanction unless a parent has provided a note.
8. Jewellery and uniform – Children can only wear a watch and one pair of simple stud earrings. For health and safety reasons these will need to be removed for PE.  No rings, bracelets or necklaces please.  If ear-piercing is recent (less than 6 weeks), studs may be left in the ear as long as they are safely covered with micropore tape.  It is the child’s responsibility to ensure they bring this tape from home for this purpose.  If your child is not confident removing earrings please ensure they do not wear them into school on PE days. We would also like to respectfully remind you that children should be wearing expected school uniform. Trainers and trainer socks are not acceptable for main footwear.
9. Art – All children need to have an art apron for use in school as we cannot guarantee that clay, paint or glue will wash out of clothing. This can be any old large shirt or t-shirt. 

10. Please ensure that all items of school clothing are named.  The lost property basket can get quite full!
11. Y6 Assessment Meeting – This will take place on Thursday 10th January 2019 at 6.45pm.  The Y5 Puberty Meeting will also be on this date at 6pm.  We will send out more information nearer to the time. 
12. Lifeskills Trip – Y6 will be going on a trip to the Lifeskills Centre on January 10th. Information will be sent home closer to the time.
13. School Camp – This is a highlight of the pupils’ time at primary school and always very beneficial educationally and socially. We will have a meeting after Easter – more details to follow. Please do contact us if you have any concerns.
We hope that this has provided useful information for you about the coming year.  However, please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any further questions. If there is ever anything you wish to discuss with us, please get in touch.  You can make an appointment through Mrs Blackborough or Mrs Clare in the office or send a message via Mrs Low/Mr Stanley on the back door.
Angela Tipping & Elaine Drayton
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